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Making a ‘Green’
Sweep of the County

Environmental Bills Target Home, Work

By Lor1 Ararany
Washington Post Staff Writer

A package of bills that could turn
Montgomery County into one of the
greenest communities in the country
by reducing greenhouse gas etnis-
sions and encouraging telecommut-
ing and other environmentally friend-
ly strategies for county employees is
slated for a public hearing next week,

The seven bills were introduced
together in November by Montgom-
ery County Council member Roger
Berliner (D-Potomac-Bethesda), an
energy lawyer who has moved quick-
ly to make global warming one of his

signature issues. Last spring, he con-
vened the county’s first global warm-
ing summit.

“Global warming is a reality, and a
reality that calls upon every level of
government to contribute its share to
the solution,” Berliner said. “We can-
not wait for others, and there are
things we can do that are unique to
local government that we should and
must do.”

The goal of the measures, he said,
is to create a comprehensive strategy
for the county. The bills touch on
county operations as well as attempt-
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ing to nudge residents and busi-
nessesinto “green” practices.

“Ido think it’s important for Mont:
gomery County to be the greenest
county in the region,” Berliner said,
~ One bill would require the coun-
ty's Office of Comsumer Protection to
obtain the lowest possible rates for
a8, electricity and other types of en-
ergy with an eye toward their impact
on “environmental stewardship.”

Another would require that a sin-
gle-farmily home undergo an energy
audit before it is sold. Yet another bill
in the package would establish a
timeline with goals for the county-
wide reduction of greenhouse gas
enmsgions, ’

Berliner also would fike to explore
the possibility of converting the fuel
energy tax fo a carbon tax. He said
the change would give those wheo use
environmentaly  friendly  energy
sources a break on their taxes.

To encourage more people to take
advantage of altcrnate sources of en-
ergy, Berliner is alsa propesing tax
credits — or possibly low-interest
loans — for those who opt for solar
power, wind power or othes “green”
energy.

“The county has been at the fore-
front of ‘green’ buildings, but our
work to date has been focused almost
exclusively on the commercial sec-
tor,” Berliner said. “This package fo-
cuses for the first time on the resi-
dential sector.”

Berliner said some of the measures
will be. controversial. The bill to re-
quire energy andits when single-famd-
Iy homes are sold will probably be de-
‘bated among those in the teal estate
commuuity. Similarly, 2 measure that
eight impose penalties on business-
o3 or homeowners who don't meet
Energy Star standards could face vo-
cal opposition, he added.

A scheduled public hearing on the
measutes was canceled last week be-
cause of snow. It will now be at
7:30 p.im. next Thursday at the Cowa-
cil Office Building, 100 Marvland
Ave. in Rockville.

Berliner gaid the proposed legisla-
tion will be key to making the county
one of the nation’s most progressive
on environmental issues: He expects
strong support among his coaneil col-
leagucs, many of whom have signed
O11 43 CO-SPONSOTS.

“Everything that everyone daes is
Important,” said council member
Marc Elrich (D-At Large), one of the
co-sponsors, “Local jurisdictions play
2 huge role. It's critical we do every-
thing we can do to knock down car-
bon emissions.”

"The county has been
at the forefront of
‘green’ buildings, but
our work to date has
been focused almost
exclusively on the

commercial sector.”
— ROGER BERLINER,
council memper

Officials in Montgomery have long
supported “green” initiatives. In
20086, the county was one of only two
jurisdictions in the country to require
that public and privatc buildings
meet strict. energy-conserving stan-
dards promoted by a nonprofit
group. The county gets 10 percent of

its energy from wind power and is
hoping to boost that to 20 pescent by
2012,

Private business has ajso gotten in-
volved. Restaurants in downtown
Bethesda ate participating in a pro-
gram that converts the oil from their
deep fryers into fuel for school buses
and other vehicles.

Officials in the Washington fegicn
have grown increasingly supportive
of “green” initiatives, According to a
2006 study by the Metropolitan
Washington  Council of Govern-
ments, the Washington area produc-
es more carbon dioxide than several
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Surprisingly, the study found that the
Maryland suburbs produce more eae-
bon dioxide than the Virginia sul-
urbs or the District, One major rea-
son.is that the arca is home to three
coal-burting power plants.



